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Spiritual Gifts:  Definitions
1. Gift of Helps/Service (I Corinthians 12:28, Romans 12:7)

This gift is the ability to unselfishly meet the needs of other people through _____________. It may be either ministering to the person himself or doing things to enable him to be free to do other ministries.

Probable characteristics of this gift:

· You have an uncanny ability to see _____.

· You work by yourself or in small groups.

· You have a desire to help others.

· You do not need to receive public recognition for what you do.

· You enjoy doing “little things” that can help other people.

· You do not enjoy handling major leadership or overseeing responsibilities.

· You enjoy doing things for someone else that enables them to use their gifts more fully.

· You do ____ have to ask what needs to be done; you can see needs.

· You have the ability to sense the temporal needs of others.

· In the church, you have a willingness to do jobs which will allow leadership gifts to be used in a fruitful way.

2. Gift of Giving (Romans 12:8)

This gift is the ability to give _____________ to meet the needs of others and support God’s ministry with that which God has entrusted to you.

Probable characteristics of this gift:

· You have an inner sense of ______ when you see someone in financial or material need.

· You have a reluctance to let the person helped know where the help came from.

· You sense real joy when giving to meet someone’s need.

· You have the ability to make wise purchases and investments.

· You are burdened because you don’t see others sacrificing financially to meet needs you see to be important.

· You want to be a part of the work or project to which you give.

· You don’t need to be pressured to give.

· You avoid the spotlight that sometimes comes to those who give significant amounts of money.

· You willingly live a life of personal _________ so that others may have their basic needs met.

· You are sometimes taken advantage of by people in need.

· You have a tendency to think about others before you think about yourself.

· You realize that all of what you have belongs to God and that you are only a steward of what you “possess”.

· When giving, you don’t think about tax advantages before deciding to give to something

3. Gift of Mercy (Romans 12:8)

This gift is the ability to _______________ with those in need (especially those suffering and miserable) and to manifest this empathy in such a way as to encourage those that are in need.

Probable characteristics (often latent):

· You find it easy to identify with the feelings of someone in pain.

· You cry easily or show emotions when you see or hear things that sadden you.

· When someone is sharing something deep with you, you find yourself crying when they do.

· Your immediate reactions when you see someone in _______ is to want to reach out and help.

· You sometimes become bitter because of the injustices someone else ________.

· Most people would see you as an empathetic person.

· People come to you with problems not because of some practical things you do, but because you have the ability to understand what they are going through and can console them.

· You have the ability to “cheer up” people who are going through deep personal struggles.

· Your prayer life includes the needs of the many personal struggles you know people are experiencing.

· When you are finished having someone share with you, many times you find yourself emotionally drained.

· You enjoy calling on people in the hospital or who are sick or going through some difficulty.

4. Gift of Encouragement (Romans 12:8)

This gift is the ability to counsel, model, and encourage people through your personal testimony, life, and scripture so that people are __________ and encouraged to action. 
Probable characteristics of this gift:

· You feel free to counsel others into certain courses of action.

· You enjoy sharing a verse of scripture with someone that has changed some specific area of your life.

· You enjoy _______.

· You have personally faced many different situations in your life that God has used to help you grow in specific areas.

· You are able to identify with the feelings and emotions of another.

· You accompany biblical truth with practical steps of action.

· You can see how God is using difficulties in people’s _____ to produce new levels of maturity.

· You find yourself emotionally drained after ministering to someone because of your ability to identify with another’s difficulties.

· You have people come to you on many occasions to receive help from you with problems with which they are wrestling.

· You find people like to be around you because you have a tendency to cheer up people.

· You find yourself just spontaneously encouraging or affirming people.

· You enjoy sharing particular aspects of your life with others because you know God will use it to help them in areas of their life.

5. Gift of Faith (I Corinthians 12:9)

This gift is the ability to ______________ with clarity and confidence God’s future direction and goals for the Body of Christ.
Probable characteristics of this gift:

· Your prayers include many future goals and projects for the work of God.

· You find yourself much more interested in the ________ than the past.

· You are a positive thinker and are frustrated by negative people.

· You are goal-oriented and enjoy challenges involving new horizons.

· You are not daunted by obstacles or problems.

· You are non-traditional in your approach and find significant difficulty in working within a “traditional system”.

· You find yourself dreaming of what God can do in the future but lack the desire to attend to all the details to bring His plan into existence.

· You become irritated by those who ______ your vision and criticize you.

· You are seen as a courageous person because of your confidence that God is with you.

· Sometimes people see you as too self-assured.

· You find others often are “infected” with your vision if they spend time with you.

· You take risks and often are willing to pursue a vision at great personal sacrifice.

· You are not afraid to stand alone for God’s vision.

· You sometimes expect too much of others and can’t understand why they just don’t “live by faith” more.

· Trusting God comes easily for you.

6. Gift of Wisdom (I Corinthians 12:8)

This gift is the ability to gain insight on how ____________ may best be applied to specific needs in the Body of Christ. This involves applying Biblical truths to everyday situations. It also involves special insight into the profundity and implications of how God is working in the world, especially to further the gospel. Compare Romans 11:33-35 with I Corinthians 2:6-10.

Probable characteristics of this gift:

· You find yourself praying for insight on how to apply _____ to needs around you.

· You enjoy the application passages of scripture rather than the doctrinal.

· Sometimes you see solutions to problems that no one else seems to see.

· You become frustrated when people do not listen to your solution because you know it will work.

· You have ______ difficulty communicating your thoughts and usually others listen to you.

· You enjoy working on solutions to problems more than you do applying all the details of the solutions to the problems.

· Many times in prayer, meditation, or scripture study, solutions will come to mind.

· People come to you with their personal problems for insight. They see you as a problem solver.

· You feel uncomfortable with discussions which remain at the theoretical level for too long a period of time.

· You have an analytical mind which is always trying to figure out how and why.

· You usually get to the heart of an issue quickly.

· You find it easy to decide on a course of action which needs to be taken.

· You observe many problems which have solutions.

· When you listen to a message, you are disappointed if it does not include some specific applications.

7. Gift of Knowledge (I Corinthians 12:8)

This gift is the ability to discover, analyze, accumulate, systematize, and articulate ________ that are essential for growth and edification of the Body of Christ. This especially involves the ability to concretely expound upon Old and New Testament history as well as the history of the Church.

Probable characteristics of this gift:

· Your prayers typically involve deep theological truths and often seek God’s aid in understanding more.

· You are able to grasp spiritual truths _______.

· You enjoy reading the Bible and studying it in depth.

· You enjoy reading books and articles.

· You are eager to learn and have a long attention span.

· You can absorb and remember large quantities of information.

· You tend to neglect other types of Christian activities and family responsibilities because of your desire to learn and study.

· When listening to a message, you listen for deep truths which are being communicated.

· When you are involved in a discussion about spiritual issues, you find yourself with your Bible in hand.

· You are more comfortable with _______ than people.

· You like to take time by yourself to think.

· When faced with a decision, you ask yourself what Biblical principles are involved.

· You are greatly disturbed by people thinking “the end justifies the means”.

· People see you as more ideological than practical.

· You are aware of times when people say things that contradict spiritual principles.

· You continually try to reconcile different truths from scripture so you can understand how they relate.

8. Gift of Discernment of Spirits (I Corinthians 12:10)

This gift is the ability to ____________ the motives of others and the sincerity within relationships concerning the Body of Christ. Or in other words, it is the ability to know if something is from God, a demonic source, or if it simply reflects human opinion.

Probable characteristics of this gift:

· You are very observant to what people say.

· You tend to notice “body language” that is not consistent with what the person is saying.

· You almost have a sixth sense about what is being said or is happening which cannot always be explained.

· Your ________ are often correct.

· You hesitate to speak to others of their motives because they may not be receptive.

· You sometimes gossip about a “feeling” you have with regard to a person rather than confront the person involved.

· You do not view yourself as a “witch hunter”.

· Certain events often confirm a premonition you have had.

· You have an analytical mind.

· People see you as a very ________ person.

· Your prayers often consist of asking God what you should do with your intuitions.

9. Gift of Evangelism (Ephesians 4:11)

This gift is the ability to share the ________ of Christ publicly or privately with unbelievers in such a way that men and women respond to become disciples of Jesus Christ.

Probable characteristics of this gift:

· Your prayer life reveals a _______ for those who do not know Christ.

· You enjoy meeting people and make new friends easily.

· You feel comfortable with strangers and talk about many different subjects.

· You are able to articulate your faith easily and people respond positively.

· You enjoy being around people.

· You have a burden to share the gospel of Jesus Christ publicly or with individuals.

· You are able to persuade or help people reach decisions to commit their lives to Christ.

· You are not satisfied with “superficial commitments;” you want people to become full disciples of Christ.

· You have an inner unrest at the thought of people dying and going to hell.

· You have the ability to move conversations in a direction of the other person’s relationship with Christ.

· When with non-Christians, their position with Christ inevitably comes up.

· Your prayers contain the names of many people who are not Christians or those you are training to share Christ.

· People enjoy being trained by you to _______ their faith.

· You have the ability to motivate and train others to share their faith effectively.

10. Gift of Leadership (Ruling - Romans 12:8)

This gift is the ability to set _________ goals, make decisions, and then communicate them to the Body of Christ, such that others will voluntarily follow and joyously work to accomplish these goals
Probable characteristics of this gift:

· You are often setting an ________ in behavior for others.

· Your prayers consist of tasks which need accomplishing.

· Others readily follow you, and they see you confidently knowing what to do next.

· If a male, your family also responds well to your leadership.

· You are a well-disciplined person.

· You will not ask others to do what you will not do yourself.

· You are relaxed when in leadership positions.

· You delegate well.

· You do not enjoy maintaining a program or administering details.

· You tend to “take over” in a situation where there is not a designated leader.

· People look to you for leadership and direction.

· You remain calm under pressure.

· You don’t allow criticism to distract from the task at hand.

· You desire to see things move quickly to a conclusion; then you want to move on to a new challenge.

· You can organize and ________ people to accomplish a desired task.

11. Gift of Administration (I Corinthians 12:28)

This gift is the ability to develop, articulate, and execute effective and specific ___________ in the accomplishment of the long and short range goals of the Body of Christ.

Probable characteristics of this gift:

· You enjoy working with intricate _________ to make everything work together.

· Your prayers often consist of asking for God to bring many different factors together to accomplish a given task for His kingdom.

· You enjoy long hours in the office handling business affairs, such as staff problems, phone calls, closing deals, writing or dictating.

· You have the ability to make a committee or organization run like a “finely-oiled machine.”

· You are a very organized person and use outlines or flow charts to develop a plan.

· You often work from a list.

· You are a logical thinker and able to keep several ________ on target.

· You enjoy working with people to enable them to work together smoothly toward a common objective.

· You become frustrated with brainstorming sessions which never get around to implementation.

· Others see you as a very pragmatic person.

· You enjoy working on and within systems.

· You feel comfortable working with or around computers.

· You are very loyal to your goals.

· You tend to be a perfectionist and often expect the same of others.

12. Gift of Teaching (Romans 12:7, I Corinthians 12:28)

This gift is the ability to _____________ information in such a way that members of the Body of Christ understand how to apply spiritual principles to their own lives and ministries.

Probable characteristics of this gift are:

· Your prayers are often for understanding with those you are teaching.

· You have a great deal of patience for those who are learning from you.

· You have the ability to communicate scripture in an understandable way.

· You have seen others apply your teachings to their lives and grow as a result.

· You are not easily threatened by criticism when teaching.

· You enjoy spending time in ______ for your teaching.

· Your study is intended to help you communicate with others.

· As a lay person, you find little time for other ministries in addition to teaching.

· You may communicate through the use of various media.

· You enjoy people.

· You have a genuine concern for those you are teaching.

· You are concerned that precise words and illustrations you use communicate what you want to say.

· You are always learning and then wanting to teach it to others.

· You are able to apply truths to the lives of others.

· You sometimes feel you could communicate a point better than someone else who is teaching.

· You are a __________ person.

13. Gift of Prophecy (Romans 2:6; I Corinthians 12:10, 28-29; Ephesians 4:11)

This gift is the ability to publicly or privately proclaim God’s ________ such that people are convicted, consoled, encouraged, challenged or strengthened. Another angle also involves knowing and speaking God’s mind intuitively rather than, as with the teacher, deductively from scripture alone. Scripture is to always check this intuition.

Probable characteristics of this gift:

· Your prayers are often for courage to speak out against injustices and to help others understand God’s Word.

· You have a good understanding of many social and political trends of our time.

· You have an excellent grasp of God’s Word.

· You do not mind someone challenging you.

· You do _____ like bureaucracies.

· You are able to stand alone against the tide.

· You have courage to confront issues with insights God has given you.

· Sometimes people see you as a ________ person.

· You are interested in applying God’s principles to social and political injustices.

· You have the ability to see through surface issues to the true spiritual problem.

· People have different responses to your messages; some are convicted, others are encouraged, but few are neutral.

· You always seem to be quoting the Bible to others.

· Your “… words carry God’s authority and have the power to build by stimulating and encouraging. Often this gift reflects special insight into the truth and calls men back to the obedience of faith.” (A. W. Tozer)

14. Gift of Hospitality (I Peter 4:9)

This gift is the ability to ___________ out to others and welcome them into your home and life in a loving, warm manner, while providing food and lodging, such that the guests feel “at home” in your presence.

Probable characteristics of this gift are:

· You often pray that God will use your home to accommodate visitors.

· You enjoy meeting new people.

· You enjoy having visitors in your home, and often, your guest registry looks like a hotel registry (i.e. you often have people staying with you).

· You enjoy preparing meals for guests.

· You are relaxed entertaining people in your home and enjoy having people over who you do not know well.

· You are quick to invite _______ you have just met to your residence.

· People feel very comfortable in your home and do not feel as if they are imposing. They often “kick off their shoes” and find it easy to relax.

· You are not upset if your home is not in perfect order when someone drops in.

· Many people just stop by.

· You sometimes think others may be too uptight concerning having guests visit.

· You often open your home for bible studies and social functions.

· You enjoy asking __________ over.

· Others see you as a friendly and open person.

15. Gift of Pastor-Shepherd (I Peter 5:1-4; Ephesians 4:11)

This gift is the ability to minister to an established group of people (believers) by ___________ for their spiritual welfare holistically on a long-term basis.

Probable characteristics of this gift are:

· You are a people person and enjoy being around others.

· You tend to build deep relationships with others and do not enjoy superficial or casual friendships for very long.

· Your prayers are often comprised of requests for the deep hurts and needs of those whom you are shepherding.

· Others are attracted to you because they sense that you truly care for them.

· People see you as a ______ person with a real concern for the welfare of others.

· You are frustrated with tasks that take you away from ministering to those around you for very long.

· You often see others too involved in their own goals to care for those around themselves.

· You do not feel comfortable in a tightly regimented time schedule.

· When you share with others, you often focus on the _________ relational aspects of the Christian life.

· You feel inadequate to meet all the needs of those to whom you minister.

· You have a great burden to protect those around you from non-Biblical influences.

· You feel frustrated when relationships with others do not last long-term.

· You enjoy being able to focus on a few rather than being “spread too thin.”

16. Gift of Apostleship (Ephesians 4:11)

This gift is the ability and calling of God to be sent as a ____________ to bring the Gospel to places where it has previously not been acculturated.

Probable characteristics of this gift are:

· Your prayers often include requests for people groups who have little or no exposure to the gospel.

· You have an unusual ability to survive _______ situations.

· You adjust well to adversity, almost thrive on it.

· You have a real burden for sharing the Gospel in places that it has not permeated. (Romans 15:20)

· You have the ability to learn other languages easily.

· You feel at ease with others in spite of vast cultural differences with them.

· You have the ability to share Christ with people in terms they can understand and relate to.
· You can live with _________ which are uncertain.

· You are a jack-of-all-trades.

· You enjoy learning from people vastly different from you.

· You easily adapt to other cultures.

· You lack roots which would inhibit your mobility.

· You sometimes become frustrated with others’ apparent lack of burden for lost souls all around you and the world.

· Being separated from extended family and friends does not inhibit your ministry.

· Your family also survives well in other cultures.

17. Gift of Pastor-Teacher (Ephesians 4:11)

This gift is the ability to instruct, guide, and care for a local expression of the Body of Christ, such that the _____________ are prepared to reach out in ministry to others, both inside and outside the Body.

Probable characteristics of this gift are:

· Your prayers are for your leadership of the flock with which you have been entrusted.

· People look to you for leadership.

· You are a disciplined person.

· You often feel internal tension between the task at hand and the people problems which impede progress.

· You are goal-oriented but people focused.

· You are ___________ at preparing and motivating others to become involved in using their gifts in ministry.

· You train leaders well.

· You articulate your __________ well.

· Your desire is to please God first, people second.

· You are an example of a godly lifestyle.

· You are able to offer decisive leadership to the Body you are shepherding.

· You are frustrated when you do not see others growing into maturity or using their gifts for the building of the Body.

· You are concerned that all of the needs of the Body are met, though not necessarily by yourself.

18. Gift of Miracles (I Corinthians 12:10, 29, 39)

This gift involves an event where a physical ___________ is superseded (supernaturally) in such a way that it is perceived by the senses and draws the observers’ consciences to their relationship with God. This especially involved exorcisms in the New Testament.

Miracles in our contemporary context:

· Historically, as in the New Testament, they are most prevalent when and where Christianity spreads into pagan cultures.

· Historically, as the culture Christianizes, they diminish.

· Historically, they are always possible in our culture but are unusual.

· Eternal miracles happen ____ in the physical sense but in the spiritual sense and are not unusual.

· “Miraculous” answers to prayer are also ____ unusual.

· Miracles still cannot be commanded of God. He is sovereign.

19. Gift of Healing (I Corinthians 12:9, 28 & 30)

These are presumably of various kinds since this gift is described in the plural form. These gifts result in the restoration to _____________ of a person who is physically, emotionally, or spiritually broken, so that they may serve Christ or as a witness for Him.

Healing in our contemporary context:

· As in the New Testament, it should bring people to Christ or cause them to continue their service of Him in a like manner.

· As then, it is not guaranteed until we are with Christ. (Revelations 21:4)

· Physical healing is always ________.

· Healing will sometimes occur miraculously.

· We should follow the procedure as outlined in James 5:14-16:

· The elders should assemble (not necessarily publicly)

· Medical help should be encouraged (anoint with oil –it was used medically).

· Prayers are to be offered in ______.

20. Gift of Tongues (I Corinthians 12:10, 28, 30) and Gift of Interpretation (I Corinthians 12:10, 30)

The gift of tongues is the ability to speak to God in an utterance _______ understood by the speaker (unless it is explained by one with the gift of interpretation).
In I Corinthians 12:14, Paul deals with the public use of the gift of tongues which was being abused at the church of Corinth..

· The Bible is the basis for evaluation of gifts, not experience. (I Corinthians 4:6)

· These gifts are a sign to unbelievers, (I Corinthians 14:22) and tongues should never be used without interpretation. (I Corinthians 14:28)

· There should be no more than two or three in a service (I Corinthians 14:27) and this should be very __________ (I Corinthians 14:33, 40).

· Each interpretation should show the tongues speaking to God. (I Corinthians 14:2, 28)

· Everyone will not have this gift even though baptized by the Holy Spirit. (I Corinthians 12:13, 30)

· These gifts are very susceptible to abuse and projection; therefore, they are the only gifts singled out for control (I Corinthians 14:1-40)

· These gifts cannot be shown to have conclusively passed from existence (I Corinthians 3:8; 14:39) though they have come and gone throughout history.

· These gifts are to be used in love (I Corinthians 14:1) and should not be used divisively.

· They often do not build the church and, therefore, the gifts which do should be sought. (I Corinthians 14:12) It is considered one of the lesser gifts. (I Corinthians 14:1-5; 18, 19)

· This gift should _____ be devalued or over-valued.

The private use of the gift of tongues is not explicitly addressed anywhere in the New Testament.

· Whenever the gift of tongues is mentioned in I Corinthians 12-14, it is ________ mentioned in the context of public worship.

· All gifts are designed to be used to build up the Body. A private use of this prayer does not build up others in the Body. All of the prior 19 gifts are to be used to serve others.

· This does not say that this private prayer language is ______. It is just not the gift of tongues as Biblically defined.

· It is a helpful phenomenon for those who experience this in their own prayers. 

· This is not unique to Christianity.

· It varies considerably according to personality type.

· One should not feel inferior for their lack of it.

