Dear Families of Gilead Bible Church,

The campaign for the next president of the United States has begun. 201 6

The airwaves and news agencies are saturated with soundbites from every candidate. Every
candidate is looking for an edge.

What ought to be our perspective? Paul shared this perspective, as he mentored Timothy:

“l urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made
for all people— © for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet
lives in all godliness and holiness.  This is good, and pleases God our Savior, * who
wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2:4).”

Paul wants us to simply pray for the present and future president, as well as for all government
leaders in four different areas:

e To petition is simply asking God for something
e To pray is a broad word, referring to all communication with the God

e To intercede is to make requests on behalf of others to God
e To give is to express gratitude to God

Every day, God wants us to bathe our present and future president, as well as all government
leaders in total prayer!

What should we pray for? Every person has hopes and expectations of our present and future
president and all government leaders. Paul simply wants us:

e Pray for government leaders to allow Christians live a life that pleases God
e Pray for all people to be saved.

No doubt, we all want less taxes and less government controls over a multitude of areas and
concerns. However, from the point of view of God and his kingdom, | can’t think of anything
else that is more important than these two items of prayer.

Every day, God wants us to pray for our present and future president, as well as all government
leaders so that we can live as a Christian and others may become Christians!

God Bless

Pastor and Helen Moy
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