February, 2011

l Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ at Gilead Bible
Church,

4 Greetings again and a Happy Chinese New Year
to all from New Jersey! It's been a very snowy winter; at this
writing we have had about thirty-five inches of snow. It's
actually very beautiful with snow clinging to everything. Children (and parents)
have created giant snowmen all around the neighborhood. One of them reaches
to the second story of their house!

In a short time (believe or not), snow crocuses will burst into bloom! Even
with snow on the ground and with snow surrounding them, white or purple or
yellow flowers suddenly appear! It's breath-taking to see such a sight while it is
still winter. It's amazing how our Creator works!

On the other hand, with this Chinese New Year, it's another opportunity to
re-examine the passage of time in our own life. The verse, 2 Cor. 5:17, is dear
to me:

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The
old has gone, the new is here (NIV)!”

“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old
things passed away; behold, new things have come (NASB).”

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things
are passed away; behold, all things are become new (KJV).”

The context of the verse talks about God reconciling the world to
himself in Christ. It means that God, through his son Jesus Christ, is
in the business of restoring us or creating us anew in our personal
journey as a Christian. What an amazing love God has for the world
that he would want to do this for us!

That means, as we march into this Chinese New Year, may it be
our earnest and sincere desire to allow God to restore us or create us
anew in our relationship with God and relationship with people. | am
confident of the spiritual maturity that will result, when brothers and
sisters in Christ at Gilead Bible Church do this!

Pastor David and Helen Moy
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