March, 2011

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ at Gilead
Bible Church,

This morning | looked at one of the
pictures that Annie sent me of some of you
when | visited you last month. It bought
back fond memories of the wonderful time
that I had renewing and developing our :
fellowship with almost all of you. I truly treasured every moment, and Helen and
I look forward to time when we can be face-to-face in fellowship and ministry.
We thank God for your faithful prayers that brought about the signing of the
contract for the sale of our house. Please pray for the long process that is ahead
of us, leading to the closing on our house in the days to come.

As | thought of you and the journey that Gilead Bible Church traveled through
the years, | recall the journey of St. Patrick. St. Patrick was a British missionary
bishop to Ireland and was the first to evangelize that country. At sixteen, he
was abducted by Irish pirates and taken to Ireland, where he tended sheep and
prayed for six years. "The love of God and His fear came to me more and more,
and my faith was strengthened." A voice came to Patrick, promising him a return
to his own country. He was given passage on a ship by its sailors. The details of
his voyage home are unclear. He also may have resumed his education, although
he was never learned. "l blush and fear exceedingly to reveal my lack of
education; for I am unable to tell my story to those versed in the art of concise
writing." Patrick was elected a bishop to evangelize Ireland. His friends tried to
dissuade him from "throwing himself into danger among enemies who have no
knowledge of God." But Patrick believed that he had a divine call. As a
missionary bishop in Ireland, Patrick recorded that he baptized many thousands
of people. Criticism of Patrick's work came to him from Britain. His seniors, he
records, "brought up sins against my laborious episcopate.” * Each year St.
Patrick is remembered on March 17 on St. Patrick’s Day.

St. Patrick wrote the following tribute as a testimony of his life and ministry.
I trust that it will be an encouragement to all of us in our journey as Gilead Bible
Church.
God Bless,

Pastor David and Helen Moy

! http://www.bookrags.com/biography/patrick-st/
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I Arise Today ?

| arise today
Through a mighty strength, the invocation of the
Trinity,
Through the belief in the threeness,
Through confession of the oneness
Of the Creator of Creation.

| arise today

Through the strength of Christ's birth with his
baptism,

Through the strength of his crucifixion with his

burial,

Through the strength of his resurrection with his

ascension,
Through the strength of his descent for the
Judgment of Doom.

| arise today
Through the strength of the love of Cherubim,
In obedlience of angels,
In the service of archangels,
In hope of resurrection to meet with reward,
In prayers of patriarchs,
In predictions of prophets,
In preaching of apostles,
In faith of confessors,
In innocence of holy virgins,
In deeds of righteous men.

| arise today
Through the strength of heaven:
Light of sun,
Radiance of moon,
Splendour of fire,
Speed of lightning,
Swiftness of wind,
Depth of sea,
Stability of earth,
Firmness of rock.

[ arise today
Through God's strength to pilot me:
God's might to uphold me,
God's wisdom to guide me,
God's eye to look before me,
God's ear to hear me,
God's word to speak for me,
God's hand to guard me,
God's way to lie before me,
God's shield to protect me,
God's host to save me

2 http://www.lords-prayer-

words.com/famous_prayers/i_arise_today.ht
mi

From snares of devils,

From temptations of vices,
From everyone who shall wish me i,
Afar and anear,

Alone and in multitude.

1 summon today all these powers between me
and those evils,
Against every cruel merciless power that may
oppose my body and soul,
Against incantations of false prophets,
Against black laws of pagandom
Against false laws of heretics,
Against craft of idolatry,
Against spells of witches and smiths and wizards,
Against every knowledge that corrupts man's
body and soul.
Christ to shield me today
Against poison, against burning,
Against drowning, against wounding,
So that there may come to me abundance of
reward.

Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind
me,

Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above
me,

Christ on my right, Christ on my left,
Christ when 1 lie down, Christ when | sit down,
Christ when I arise,

Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of
me,

Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of
me,

Christ in every eye that sees me,
Christ in every ear that hears me.

| arise today

Through a mighty strength, the invocation of the
Trinity,
Through belief in the threeness,
Through confession of the oneness,
Of the Creator of Creation.
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3 http://peacefulflute.wordpress.com/2009/05/14/the-deers-cry/



