June, 2011
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ at Gilead Bible Church,

June is the month when our nation celebrates Father’s Day.
This year Father’'s Day is Sunday, June 19. The world owes
thanks to Ms. Sonora Louise Smart Dodd. The idea of a Father's
Day celebration originated in Sonora's mind when she listened to
a Mother's Day sermon in 1909. At the age 27, Sonora pondered if
there is a day to honor mother then why not for father? Sonora felt
strongly for fathers because of the affection she received from her
own father Mr. William Jackson Smart. Sonora's mother died while
childbirth when she was just 16. Mr. Smart raised the newborn
and five other children with love and care. Inspired by the
struggle to promote Mother's Day, Ms. Dodd began a rigorous campaign to celebrate
Father's Day. The Spokane Ministerial Association and the local Young Men's Christian
Association (YMCA) supported Sonora's cause. As a result Spokane celebrated its first
Father's Day on June 19, 1910. Though there was an initial hesitation the idea gained
gradual popularity, and Father's Day came to be celebrated in cities across the country.
Pres. Wilson approved of this idea in 1916. Then Pres. Coolidge supported the idea of a
national Father's Day in 1924 to, "establish more intimate relations between fathers and
their children and to impress upon fathers the full measure of their obligations." Pres.
Johnson signed a presidential proclamation declaring the third Sunday of June as
Father's Day in 1966. Then in 1972, Pres. Nixon established a permanent national
observance of Father's Day to be held on the third Sunday of June. *

Believe or not, | did not think about honoring my father and celebrating Father’s Day
until I starting attending church while in college. It was only then that honored my
father and celebrated Father’'s Day. 1 trust that as families in Gilead Bible Church, we
would continue to honor our fathers and celebrate Father's Day, not because of this
country’s policy, but because of the teaching of the Bible.

One testimony of honoring fathers that encouraged me was given by Will Graham,
the son of Franklin Graham, whose father is Billy Graham. Will shared it on June 18,
2009. | trust that it will encourage you as it has encouraged me. ?

When I think about my dad, Franklin Graham, I don’t think about the “public”
Franklin Graham who stands in front of the world speaking on national
television or preaching in large stadiums.

1 think about my dad who raised me to be the man | am today. I think about
my dad who led me to Jesus Christ as a young boy. | think about my dad who
fiercely protected his children from the prying eyes of others until we were old
enough to handle it on our own. I think about my dad who offered strong
discipline, accompanied by incredible love. I think about my dad who was the
example of a godly husband.

My brothers, sister and I grew up in a farm house in the mountains of Boone,



N.C. about two hours from Charlotte. Thanks to the wisdom of my dad, | had a
blessed childhood that was all a boy could dream of. We had several animals —
dogs, cats, chickens, horses, cows, and even a pig — and we spent our free
time riding around the farm on dirt bikes and playing in the woods. My dad is
my friend.

My father’s ministry laid the foundation for my own faith. 1 still remember the
Sunday, where — after a church service — my dad told me about Jesus Christ
who came to this earth to rescue mankind, who went to the cross for my sins,
and who rose again. | accepted Christ that day. My dad is my witness.

As | grew older and became a teenager, there were times when people would
want me to speak at different events. My dad wisely made sure that anybody
who wanted something from me went through him first. The reason: he
wanted to make sure that if | entered into the ministry it was because God had
called me into ministry and not because | was pushed into it simply because
my last name is Graham.

As the son of Billy Graham, he had faced the burden of people assuming he
would take over his father's ministry and he purposely chose to shield us from
that. My dad /s my protector.

I'm often asked if | — as the namesake, William Franklin Graham 1V — ever felt
any pressure to become a preacher, and | can honestly say that thanks to my
dad | have not. | am an ordained minister and an evangelist now, but not
because I'm the son of Franklin Graham or the grandson of Billy Graham.

During my teenage years I distinctly felt God'’s calling on my life and am now
acting in accordance with what I feel is His will for me, and my dad gave me
the opportunity and freedom to hear that calling by not pushing me in one
direction or the other. My dad is my aadviser.

Even today, my dad continues to help my daily ministry by imparting bits of
wisdom he has gleaned in his years. In both practical application and spiritual
preparation, my dad'’s influence permeates my messages when | preach. My
dad /s my mentor.

1 am so grateful to God for the friend, witness, protector, advisor and mentor
that He provided to lead and guide me — my dad.

God Bless,
Pastor David and Helen Moy
! excerpted from http://www.fathersdaycelebration.com/fathers-day-history.html

2 excerpted from http://www.billygraham.org/articlepage.asp?ArticlelD=1723
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