July, 2011
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ at Gilead Bible Church,
What does it mean to be free?

As this country celebrates the 4™ of July or
Independence Day, we are reminded that it is a day to
commemorate the adoption of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776,
declaring independence from Great Britain. It meant that our country declared
that she want to be free from the tyranny of Great Britain and be free to exist
and function on its own. The second sentence of the Declaration of
Independence sums it up the best, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that
all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness.” *

Sadly, this celebration of freedom for our country has gradually turned into
opportunities to deviate from the moral standard established by our Creator. It
is the essence of today’s human rights movement. The pivotal point was the
decision of the Supreme Court in 1973 in Roe vs. Wade that gave a woman's
right to have an abortion. From that decision, the freedom to choose became
more important than any moral standard.

On the other hand, there is another perspective of freedom for the Christian.
Paul in Galatians 5:1 says, “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand
firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.”
Another words, as Christians, Christ’s life, death, and resurrection had one
purpose — to give freedom.

First, we are free from the consequences of sin. The consequence of
sin is death. Every time we attend a funeral, we are reminded of the reality of
death. Paul declares in 1 Corinthians 15:56-57, “The sting of death is sin, and
the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Second, we are free from the conduct of sin. That's why in Galatians 5,
Paul continues in verse 13, “You, my brothers and sisters, were called to
be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh...” The
evidence of the abuse of our freedom is verses 19-21, “The acts of the
flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery;
idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish
ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the



like...” So, what should we do? Paul in verse 16, “So | say, walk by
the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.”

The evidence of the abiding our freedom through Jesus Christ is Galatians 5:22-
23, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control...”

May we as citizens of this country celebrate the 4™ of July, Independence
Day, and treasure our freedom from the tyranny of our enemies. May we as
citizens of the kingdom of God treasure our freedom in Christ from the
tyranny of our enemy, Satan.

God Bless,
Pastor David and Helen Moy

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United States Declaration of Independence
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