September, 2011
Dear Families of Gilead Bible Church,
Labor Day is Monday, September 2. Most of us think of

the day as a day-off, beginning of another school year, or
sign that summer is drawing to a close.

The first Labor Day parade occurred Sept. 5, 1882, in
New York City. It has been celebrated as a national holiday —
in the United States and Canada since 1894. Most historians credlt Peter McGuwe
general secretary of the Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners and a co-founder of
the American Federation of Labor, with the original idea of a day for workers to show
their solidarity. Others credit Matthew Maguire, later the secretary of Local 344 of
the International Association of Machinists in Paterson, N.J. *

Biblically, there is no Labor Day, but the Bible does address labor or
work. During the creation, the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in
Eden. The LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground. The trees
were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the
tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. God also put the man he
had formed in the garden to work it and take care of it. This reminds us that
wherever God places us to labor, we are work at it well and to take care of that
responsibility well. Our work includes:

e The work at our place of employment
e The work in raising our children and family
e The work among the believer in church

That means we are to avoid the commonplace error of being lazy, rather we are to
imitate the ant who gathers what it needs for sustenance with no one to tell it what to
do.

At creation, God knew that it was not good for the man to be alone, so God made
a helper suitable for him. God planned it so that the husband and wife would
complement and encourage each other in work. No one can do everything; that
is why husband and wife each have a role. Someone has to bring home the income;
someone has to raise the children and take care of the home. Unfortunately these
traditional roles have been altered for the sake of one’s own career
advancement. May God revive the roles of husbands and wives in the next
generation so all may be well at home and before God.

God Bless,
Pastor and Helen Moy

! excerpted from http://tic.howstuffworks.com/family/question459.htm
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