October 2011
Dear Gilead Family,

Monday, October 31, 2011 is Halloween, but even back in August, |
saw the advertisements for Halloween. Stores were rented and opened
for the sole purpose of selling the merchandise for this day.

What is Halloween? Literally, hallow is the same word for "holy" that we find in the Lord’s Prayer,
and e’en is a contraction of "evening." Therefore, we might conclude that Halloween is a “holy
evening.’

Now a children’s holiday, Halloween was originally a Celtic festival for the dead, celebrated
on the last day of the Celtic year, Oct. 31. Elements of that festival were incorporated into the
Christian holiday of All Hallows’ Eve, the night preceding All Saints’ (Hallows’) Day.

Customs and superstitions gathered through the ages go into the celebration of Halloween, or
All Hallows Eve, on October 31, the Christian festival of All Saints. It has its origins, however,
in the autumn festivals of earlier times.

The ancient Druids had a three-day celebration at the beginning of November. They believed
that on the last night of October spirits of the dead roamed abroad, and they lighted bonfires to
drive them away. In ancient Rome the festival of Pomona, goddess of fruits and gardens,
occurred at about this time of year. It was an occasion of rejoicing associated with the harvest;
and nuts and apples, as symbols of the winter store of fruit, were roasted before huge bonfires.
But these agricultural and pastoral celebrations also had a sinister aspect, with ghosts and
witches thought to be on the prowl.

Even after November 1 became a Christian feast day honoring all saints, many people clung to
the old pagan beliefs and customs that had grown up about Halloween. Some tried to foretell
the future on that night by performing such rites as jumping over lighted candles. In the British
Isles great bonfires blazed for the Celtic festival of Samhain. Laughing bands of guisers (young
people disguised in grotesque masks) carved lanterns from turnips and carried them through
the villages.

In ancient Britain and Ireland, October 31 was celebrated as the end of summer. In later
centuries it was the opening of the New Year and was the occasion for setting huge bonfires on
hilltops to drive away evil spirits. The souls of the dead were supposed to revisit their homes on
that day, and the annual fall festival acquired sinister connotations, with evil spirits, ghosts,
witches, goblins, black cats, and demons wandering about.

Halloween, name applied to the evening of October 31st, preceding the Christian feast of
Hallowmas, Allhallows, or All Saints” Day. The observances connected with Halloween are
thought to have originated among the ancient Druids, who believed that on that evening,
Saman, the lord of the dead, called forth hosts of evil spirits. The Druids customarily lit great
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fires on Halloween, apparently for the purpose of warding off all these spirits. Among the
ancient Celts, Halloween was the last evening of the year and was regarded as a propitious
time for examining the portents of the future. The Celts also believed that the spirits of the dead
revisited their earthly homes on that evening. After the Romans conquered Britain, they added
to Halloween features of the Roman harvest festival held on November 1 in honor of Pomona,
goddess of the fruits of trees.

The Celtic tradition of lighting fires on Halloween survived until modern times in Scotland and
Wales, and the concept of ghosts and witches is still common to all Halloween observances.
Traces of the Roman harvest festival survive in the custom, prevalent in both the United States
and Great Britain, of playing games involving fruit, such as ducking for apples in a tub of
water. Of similar origin is the use of hollowed-out pumpkins, carved to resemble grotesque
faces and lit by candles placed inside.*

Given what we know about Halloween, what should Christians do? Our response ought to be based
on the following:

“And God spoke all these words: ‘I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out
of the land of slavery. *You shall have no other gods before me. *You shall not make for
yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the
waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am
a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth
generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love
me and keep my commandments (Exodus 20:1-6) .”””

Therefore, as Christians, we should have nothing to do with Halloween!
May God bless you all!
Pastor Moy and Mrs. Moy

Source of information http://cupofjoe.goodfight.orq/?p=1136
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