December, 2011

Dear Families of Gilead Bible Church,

What a joy it is to celebrate the birth of our Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ!

We are reminded in Luke that Mary gave birth to Jesus. She wrapped him in cloths
and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. The
shepherds, who were living out in the fields nearby, kept watch over their flocks at
night, when an angel of the Lord appeared to them. The angel said to them, “Do not
be afraid. 1 bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in
the town of David a Savior has been born to you, he is Christ the Lord.”

We need that kind of joy in our lives in a world filled with news that is not very
joyful. On any given day in the past few months, the news has focused on the:

e Financial instability of the world’s markets

e Terrorism that has struck, maimed, and killed lives

e Politicians who have failed morally or in their leadership roles
e Joblessness and homelessness of many parts of the world

e Daily crimes that take other people’s wealth and lives

May we pause on this Christmas, 2011 to reflect on Jesus: “Here is a trustworthy
saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—
of whom I am the worst. But for that very reason | was shown mercy so that in me, the
worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an example for
those who would believe on him and receive eternal life. Now to the King eternal,
immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen (1
Timothy 1:15-17.”

Finally, I am reminded of that old-spiritual song, “Go, Tell It on the Mountain.”
Don’t keep the joy to yourself; tell somebody about it!

Go, tell it on the mountain, Over the hills Down in a lowly manger The humble Christ
and everywhere Go, tell it on the mountain, was born And God sent us salvation That
That Jesus Christ is born. blessed Christmas morn.
While shepherds kept their watching Over Refrain
silent flocks by night Behold throughout the
heavens There shone a holy light. Go, tell it on the mountain, Over the hills
and everywhere. Go, tell it on the mountain,
The shepherds feared and trembled, When lo! That Jesus Christ is born.

above the earth, Rang out the angels chorus
That hailed the Savior’s birth.

Merry Christmas,

Pastor and Helen Moy
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