February, 2014
Dear Families of Gilead Bible Church,

As Chinese people, we are deeply rooted into far-reaching aspects of culture
that touch as every dimension of life, whether it is religious or non-religious in
nature. Similarly as Americans we are also deeply rooted into far-reaching
aspects of culture that touch as every dimension of life, whether it is religious or non-religious
in nature.

Many times, we practice these aspects of culture even though they explicitly go against the
teachings and principles of the Bible. There are others who assimilate them into the Christian
faith and pass it on as part Christian faith itself.

What does the Bible have to say about this? The book of Colossians helps us.
1 Live our life in Christ (not culture)

“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in
him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and
overflowing with thankfulness (Col. 2:6-7).”

2 Do not be taken captive (by culture)

“See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive
philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of
this world rather than on Christ (Col. 2:8).”

3 Christ is real (not culture)

“These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found
in Christ (Col. 2:17).”

4 We die with Christ (to culture)

“Since you died with Christ to the elemental spiritual forces of this world, why, as
though you still belonged to the world, do you submit to its rules (Col. 2:20).”

May we as Christians evaluate our celebrations and activities so that we do not diminish our
faith in Christ!

God Bless

Pastor and Helen Moy
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