July, 2014

Dear Families of Gilead Bible Church, f’ : :";

As | was returning from my morning walk just few days before the 4™ of July, Independence
Day, | saw an American flag waving in the wind and proudly lit by a light purposely-mounted
next to it. | was reminded of the great freedom that we have in America achieved through the
blood that was shed by countless men and women who served in various battles and wars
fought over the years.

On the other hand, as | hear the voices and words of people spoken and written in various
media occasions, public forums, and personally and private settings, | was reminded how our
freedom of speech has deteriorated over the same many years.

Before we were more careful with how our voices and words because of a greater sense of
God’s presence or a greater desire to uphold a sense of righteous morals. Therefore, we were
less inclined to tear people down with our voices and words. The media that we saw and heard
promoted a sense of goodness and well-being. We were more careful with the exercise of our
freedom of speech.

However, in recent years we no longer are careful in the exercise of our freedom of speech.
We have lost the sense of God'’s presence and the sense of righteous morals. We deliberately
tear people down with our voices and words. The media that we see and heard promoted a
sense of evil and wickedness. Sadly, this decline has infiltrated the church.

What can be done? There is still hope and that hope begins with us as Christians. Paul in
Ephesians 4 writes:

1. We live the way of life according to the truth that is in Jesus Christ

29 That, however, is not the way of life you learned <* when you heard about Christ and were
taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus

2. We speak those things that build up and benefit others

2° Therefore each of you must... speak truthfully to your neighbor, for we are all members of one
body. %° Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for
building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.

3. We do not grieve the Holy Spirit

%0 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption.

We can both honor God and set an example for the world in the use of our freedom of
speech in America!

God Bless,

Pastor and Helen Moy
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