Dear Families of Gilead Bible Church,

When | think of October, | think of time, because we Tall back’ one
hour

I also thought of time when we were on vacation in September. | used the phrase: ‘/ use to.
We were in Sea World. The weather was hot, humid, and very uncomfortable. We took two
days to see what we wanted to see. We even skipped a number of attractions. | thought, ‘/
use to be able to cover all of Sea World in one day — visiting everything. | was reminded of the
verse, ‘Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of trouble come...
(Ecclesiastes 12:1).

During that trip, I also thought of time when | was observing a lesbian couple with their
daughter, who was dressed to go to Disneyland. | thought, ‘How in the world will that
daughter be able to make any sense of normalcy and morality as she grows up? The verse
came to my mind was ‘... for the times are evil (Amos 5:13).’

This past summer, | also thought of all the times of human conflict between nations, races of
people, and religions. We witnessed time and time again the executions, bombings, and vicious
crimes being committed throughout the world. On the other hand, there were also times of
much kindness, when neighbors reached out to another during the aftermath of the earthquake
in the Napa region of California and of the massive forest fires throughout the state. My mind
recalled, ‘There is a time for everything... (Ecclesiastes 3:1).’

I thought of us here in Gilead Bible Church. Some had to deal with hospitalizations. Some
faced health issues. Others faced difficult, personal issues. One thing was clear — they were
difficult times for all of us. | was encouraged by Psalm 62:5-8, ‘Yes, my soul, find rest in God;
my hope comes from him. Truly he is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, | will not
be shaken. My salvation and my honor depend on God; he is my mighty rock, my refuge.
Trust in him at all times, you people; pour out your hearts to him, for God is our refuge.’

Finally, I thought of out theme for this year: ‘To Know Christ and TO MAKE CHRIST KNOWN." |
was reminded of what Paul to say about this, ‘...the time is short. For this world in its present
form is passing away (1 Corinthians 7:29, 31).” May we bear in mind the immensity of the task
amidst this generation of people who are very, very far away from God.

God Bless,

Pastor and Helen Moy
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