Dear Families of Gilead Bible Church,

In September of this year, when Pope Francis visited this country,
he took time out to canonize Junipero Serra as the newest Catholic
saint. Junipero Serra was an 18" century Spanish Franciscan :
priest who created the first Catholic missions in California in 1769. He is also credited with
ushering in Catholicism in California. *

One of the key elements for Pope Francis to consider was whether or not there was evidence
that he performed at least two miracles. The first ascribed to Serra was his healing of a lupus
patient who had prayed to him. Pope Francis aided his cause by declaring Serra’s life’'s work to
be the second miracle ? and with that, he canonize Junipero Serra as the newest Catholic saint.

Why is the emphasis on miracles? In Catholic teaching, their Cathloic saints are in heaven
because they have performed miracles. This allows Catholics on earth to revered, prayed to,
and worship Catholic saints who are in heaven. 3

The Bible also mention saints. For example, Romans mentions saints as follows: *

o “To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,” (Romans 1:7)

o “Mow He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes
intercession for the saints according to the will of God, “(Romans 8:27)

o “.distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality, “ (Romans 12:13)

e “But now | am going to Jerusalem to minister to the saints,” (Romans 15.25)

o “For it pleased those from Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor
among the saints who are in Jerusalem, “ (Romans 15.26)

e “.that | may be delivered from those in Judea who do not believe, and that my service for
Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints...,” (Romans 15:31)
o “.that you may receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints, and assist her in

whatever business she has need of you;, for indeed she has been a helper of many and of
myself also..., (Romans 16:2)

o “Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus...,” (Romans 16:3)

o “Greet Philologus and Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints,” (Romans
16:15)

The word saint comes from the Greek word hagios, which means “consecrated to God, holy,
sacred, pious." The idea of the word sa/nts is a group of people set apart for the Lord and His
kingdom. Therefore, saints are the body of Christ, Christians, the church. All Christians are
considered saints. All Christian are sa/ints — and at the same time are called to be sa/nts.
Further, in the Bible, the sa/nts are on earth. Everyone who has received Jesus Christ by faith is
a saint. Finally, saints are called to revere, worship, and pray to God alone. °

God Bless

Pastor and Helen Moy

L http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/junipero-serra-saint-pope-francis_5602eef5e4b00310edf9b362who are with
them

2 http://www.breitbart.com/california/2015/05/08/vatican-okays-sainthood-for-father-junipero-serra/

3, 5 http://www.gotquestions.org/saints-Christian.html

4 All verses are from the New King James Bible
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