Feb 4, 2011
Mike gives devotion on Ephesians 4:25 “Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all members of one body.”

· Like a big family, make sure whatever you say is truth; not just to grab attention.

· When you lie, people will not trust you anymore. Honesty is the best 

· Nowadays you don’t know what is true or false, especially politicians.

· Should we lie just sometime? No, God hates liars for He always keep His promises

· Proverb 12:22, 6:16-17

· 2 Timothy 2:13. Even if we are not faithful, God is faithful to us.

· How bad is lying? For Christians, lying is no option. Jesus says liars do not Psalm 101:7

· God punishes the liars. He strikes them for lying. Acts 5 Ananias & Sapphira – keep a piece of land, look at their consequences.

· Adam & Eve lie which is their 2nd sin after disobedience from God. And see the consequence. Lies are Satan’s tool to deceive us.

· So wage of deceiving people is death, may not be physical but spiritual alienation to God.

· Can’t hide lies in marriages for long. Your conscience will haunt you.

· In the context of Eph 4 that while we are to put on the new self, how easily that we fall back to our old self.

· A church being an assembly of people can degenerate into social gossips. We must be guard against unwholesome talks, instead concentrate on prayers, Bible study and admonition of each other in love.

· See verse 29 “…but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.”

· Our relationship is “members of one body”. Just like a hurting foot will not lie to the brain of the hurt, we behave the same with one another.

Feb 11, 2011

Daniel  gives devotion on Isaiah 44:21-22

KJV 21 Remember these, O Jacob and Israel; for thou art my servant: I have formed thee; thou art my servant: O Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of me. 22 I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for I have redeemed thee.”

NIV 21   “Remember these things, O Jacob, for you are my servant, O Israel. I have made you, you are my servant; O Israel, I will not forget you. 22 I have swept away your offenses like a cloud, your sins like the morning mist. Return to me, for I have redeemed you.” 

· Devotion taken from Spurgeon’s “Morning and evening” Feb 10 Evening reading

· KJV says “Blot” out vs. NIV translation “swept away” – a much stronger rendition of how God redeemed our sins.

· When nation of Israel was in captivity, they turned to idolatry. 

· But God speaks prophetically of future restoration of His people to Him.

· Remember God’s promise that our sins will be forgotten; that we must return to Him, and not to sin against God.

· Spurgeon: Let our joyful eye dwell upon THE NOTABLE ACT of divine mercy—“blotting out.” 

· Spurgeon: Practically let us obey THE GRACIOUS COMMAND, “return unto me.”

Feb 11, 2011

Pastor Moy  gives devotion “Great Prayers means ACTS”

· A=adoration. Praising God for who He is. I Peter 1:8-Giving praises  who God is, e.g. He is a mighty fortress. For the wisdom 

· C=Confession  I John 1:8-10 – own sins & sins of the church, or sins of the nation. Rarely do we confess our sins, but God honor those who confess. Can personally confess in a quiet manner. Sometimes we confess sins of the family, but neglect to confess sins of the nation.

· T=Thanksgiving. Giving thanks to God what He give, i.e. food. Psalm 100:4 “When you come into the gates with Thanks,  His courts with praises.”

· S=Supplication (i.e. prayers) James 5:13-18 is an example of prayer that God answers. “Prayer offered in faith” is supplication. Verse 16 is the confession part. Key to successfully ask for answered prayers is confession.

Preferable order CATS  start with confession first. This is not a new formula, but an orderly formula. Great prayer means practicing ACTS. See James 5:17-18.

                              

