Mar 4, 2011
Richard  gives devotion “Treasury in clay jars” from 2 Corinthians 4:7 “But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.”

•
Olive oil is important in the Roman Empire for cooking, medication and ceremonies.

•
They were shipped from Spain in clay jars called amphorae.

•
The jars are plain and fragile. They are discarded after the oil is use. The jars have no value; only the content has value. Some 25 million jars have been land-fill and becomes a tourist attraction on the bank of Tiber River called the Monte Testaccio.

•
We are like clay pots – temporary, fragile, and disposable.

•
This world value outward appearance; likewise our lives are fragile.

•
The clay pot is important to transport the valuable content, the olive oil. Likewise, God uses us to transport His beauty.

•
God places great honor in using us to show forth His light and glory, when we like a clay pot is fragile and easily broken.

•
Do we live a life that honors & reflects the treasure that God gives us?

•
How do we share this treasure?
Mar 11, 2011

Devotion - Deut. 31:1-8 by Meeling.

Focus on v.8.  When you go through tough time in life, we need to remember that the Lord goes before you and will be with you.

Mar 18, 2011
Eric  gives devotion on “God is with us when we praise Him” from Hebrews 13:15 & Psalms 50:23

Question: How to get God to be with us?

•
Offer to God a sacrifice of praise and thanks

•
Praise and thank God without ceasing bring God closer to us.

•
Stay connected to God by thanking and praising Him.

•
The fruits of lips open the passage for God’s blessings to come onto you.

•
Live in the presence of the Lord all the time.
Mar 25, 2011

His 1st recorded prayer was in the brink of total destruction by the king of Assyria 

•
“the kings of Assyria have utterly destroyed all lands; and shall you be delivered?” (verse 19:11)

•
Their gods have not saved them; will you God save you? (verse 19:12-13)

•
Hezekiah received the Sennacherib’s threat letter? What would you do? (UN sanction of the no-fly zone?)

•
Do not receive the letter-Go into hiding

•
Call it bluff.  Legend of the Chinese Middle Kingdom – “sent back a blank sheet of paper”, i.e. no worthy of a response

•
Fight to the end like a martyr – like Moammar Gadhafi  

•
Hezekiah went up to the house of the Lord (v. 19:14) – he did not consult his cabinet first

•
“And spread it before the Lord”

•
He laid it before the Lord as a proof of what would say in prayer…”

•
He left it to the Lord to punish the blasphemer

•
Then he prayed before the Lord – “by prayer and supplication, let your request be known unto God” Phil 4:6, 1 Tim 2:1

•
His prayer:

•
Recognize the attributes of God (verse 19:15)

1.
O Lord - personal

2.
God of Israel – of his nation

3.
The One who dwells between the cherubim

4.
You alone, God of all the kingdoms of the earth – of all kingdoms

5.
You have made heaven and earth

•
Plead for God’s attention (verse 16)

1.
Incline Your ear and hear

2.
Open Your eyes and see

3.
Hear the words of Senacherib which he has sent to reproach the living God – God better do something.

•
Mighty kings of Assyria confronts Hezekiah (v 19:17-18) – placing God at par with other gods

1.
Have laid waste the nations and their lands

2.
Blasphemies & debases their gods by casting them into fire

3.
Their trust is in those gods that are the work of men’s hands

4.
They can’t protect and are destroyed because they are not gods after all

•
His prayer – His honor is at stake

1.
 Save us from his hand because You are the true God

2.
To proclaim to the world that you alone is the true God, not just God of Israel.

•
The Outcome – God’s direct intervention v:19:35 (Assyrian script in British museum?)                           

